
February 7, 2026 
 
To: The Honourable Susan Holt, Premier, Chair of the Executive Council and Minister 
responsible for Official Languages, Chancery Place P.O. Box 6000 Fredericton, New Brunswick 
E3B 5H1 
 
Re: Scientific opposition to the construction of a shale gas power plant in New Brunswick 
 
Madam Premier,  
 
As members of New Brunswick's academic scientific community from a variety of disciplines, we 
are writing to express our deep concern and opposition to the proposed construction of a shale 
gas power plant in our province. Given our scientific expertise, we stand in solidarity with the 
citizen movement in Tantramar and surrounding communities. 
 
At a time when the climate emergency demands a transition to carbon-free energy sources, 
when proven and affordable options exist to meet this demand, and when the citizens of this 
province can no longer afford another increase in the cost of living, this project appears to be 
scientifically, environmentally and economically nonsensical. 

1. Choosing renewable energy : wind turbines, solar power and battery systems 

The global energy landscape has changed radically. According to the International Energy 
Agency, renewable energy now accounts for almost all new electricity generation projects 
worldwide [1]. Canada, including all of the Atlantic provinces, has committed to this path. 
Building a shale gas power plant today is in stark contrast to global energy trajectories and New 
Brunswick's climate commitments [2]. 
 
NB Power and your government claim that a new shale gas power plant is needed to increase 
electricity generation capacity while ensuring the stability of the electricity grid. This is not the 
case: it is now possible to build battery systems to meet peak demand at a much lower cost [3, 
4, 5, 6]. In addition, renewable energy projects come online much more quickly, in six to 
eighteen months in the case of solar power plants, for example [7]. They are also much less 
likely to exceed their budgets: 14% of gas-fired power plant projects exceed their projected 
costs by more than 50%, reaching on average double the initial cost, compared to 7% for wind 
power and only 2% for solar power [8]. Thus, on purely economic grounds, the choice of 
renewable energies is obvious. New Brunswick must look to the future rather than locking itself 
into a costly technology that is destined to disappear. 

2. Choosing demand management strategies 

Another clear observation is that consuming less electricity costs much less than increasing 
production capacity. In this regard, peak demand can be reduced more cheaply through passive 
and active demand management programmes, which are currently underdeveloped in New 
Brunswick. Enhanced programmes for the installation of heat pumps, geothermal pumps and 
building insulation, similar to those implemented in Massachusetts, could reduce total demand 
by up to 400 MW by 2030 [9]. NB Power could also improve its operations by focusing more on 
active demand management strategies, including time-of-use pricing programs, thermal storage, 
and the installation of ‘smart’ thermostats. Such strategies could reduce peak demand by an 



additional 85 to 195 MW in 2030 [9, 10], according to analysis commissioned by NB Power itself 
[11]. 

3. No to an American gas plant in New Brunswick 

Gas as an energy source carries a high risk, both economically and geopolitically. First, the 
current context requires us to reduce our dependence on the United States in all areas. Yet, 
ProEnergy, the project developer, is based in the state of Missouri, and the gas used by the 
plant will come mainly from the Marcellus and Utica shales in the United States, as is the case 
with the gas consumed in New Brunswick today [15, 16, 17]. The plant's operations, including 
starting and stopping production as needed, would be managed from ProEnergy's Missouri 
management centre. In addition to the financial uncertainty surrounding potential tariffs, the 
proposed plant would be directly dependent on the United States for its construction, fuel and 
operations management. 
 
Second, this energy source exposes our province to significant fluctuations in global gas prices 
[12]. What’s more, some analysts foresee a peak in shale gas production in North America, 
leading to continued price increases in the medium to long term [13, 14]. On the contrary, we 
believe that energy security begins with the implementation of energy efficiency and renewable 
energy systems right here in N.B. 

4. No to more greenhouse gas emissions 

Our province has adopted robust legislative tools to address the climate crisis, including the 
2022-2027 Provincial Action Plan, which promises a 46.8% reduction in greenhouse gas (GHG) 
emissions from 2005 levels by 2030 [2], or 1,700,000 tonnes less than in 2020. The proposed 
gas-fired power plant ignores both the spirit and letter of this target: the plant will emit an 
additional 900,000 tonnes of greenhouse gases [18], more than 50% of the target and over 7% 
of current provincial emissions. To meet the 2030 target, other sectors in the province would de 
required to make additional reductions equivalent to this quantity, which unrealistically shifts the 
burden to hard to decarbonize non-fossil fuel sectors. While the Action Plan calls for a complete 
phase-out of coal by 2030, replacing one fossil fuel with another shifts the problem rather than 
achieving the promised energy transition. 
 
That's not all: methane, the main component of so-called ‘natural’ gas, warms the atmosphere 
82 times more than carbon dioxide (CO₂) over 20 years [19]. Since it is an odourless and 
colourless gas, leaks that occur throughout the production and distribution chain are often 
undetectable. Taking these so-called ‘fugitive’ emissions into account, some analyses estimate 
that a new gas-fired power plant might be as harmful to the climate as the Belledune coal-fired 
power plant [20, 21]. 

5. No to pollution threatening human and animal health 

The impacts of gas combustion on public health are well documented. Emissions of nitrogen 
dioxide (NO₂) and tropospheric ozone (O₃) irritate the respiratory tract, and fine particles are 
carinogenic and cause cardiovascular disease [22, 23, 24, 25]. These impacts directly affect 
neighbouring communities, primarily children, the elderly, pregnant women and those already 
suffering from respiratory diseases [26]. Prolonged exposure, even at low concentrations, is 
associated with an increase in chronic respiratory diseases, cardiovascular diseases and 
premature mortality, and potentially to certain cancers [26]. The health effects of the pollutants 



emitted by this plant translate into additional costs for our already strained health care system 
[27, 28]. We take notice that for these reasons, Lung NB and the Canadian Association of 
Physicians for the Environment have already taken a firm stand against the plant [29, 30]. This 
pollution will also affect the health of 165 rare or protected animal species [31] in the vicinity of 
the plant. 

6. Showing strong leadership in clean energy 

New Brunswick can become a leader in clean energy in the Atlantic region. The development of 
renewable energy and energy efficiency generates more local and sustainable jobs, particularly 
in rural areas, than large, centralised fossil fuel projects [8]. Increasing renewable electricity 
production combined with battery storage can meet demand at a lower cost and without 
endangering the health of people here and elsewhere, while significantly reducing the province's 
GHG emissions. 
 
For these reasons, we ask that you immediately suspend this project, request that NB Power 
issue a call for tenders for an electricity battery storage project, and redirect investments 
towards solutions for the future: renewable energy and energy efficiency. 
 
Yours sincerely, 
 
The signatories (alphabetical order):  

1.​ Jessica Andriamasinoro, PhD, Professeure, Université de Moncton 
2.​ Laurence Arrighi, PhD, Professeure, Université de Moncton 
3.​ Karin Aurell, Professor, Mount Allison University 
4.​ Emily Austen, Associate Professor, Mount Allison University 
5.​ Catherine Babin, Département de biologie, Université de Moncton 
6.​ Ronald Babin, PhD, Professeur de sociologie environnementale à la retraite, Université de 

Moncton 
7.​ Charles Babineau, PhD, Superviseur de stages, Université de Moncton 
8.​ Donald Baird, PhD, Visiting Research Professor, University of New Brunswick 
9.​ Liza Barney, MSc, Bed, Lab Instructor, Department of Biology, Mount Allison University 
10.​ Jessica Bay, Lecturer, Mount Allison University 
11.​ James Baxter-Gilbert, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Biology, Mount Allison University 
12.​ Daniel Beaudry, MD, Pneumologue à la retraite, Association canadienne des médecins pour 

l'environnement 
13.​ Kirsty Bell, PhD, Professeure au département de langues et littératures modernes, Université 

Mount Allison 
14.​ Tommy Berger, Doctorant en sociolinguistique, Université de Moncton 
15.​ David Bergeron, PhD, Université de Moncton 
16.​ Doug Bliss, MSc, PEng., Chair, Tantramar Municipality Climate Change Advisory Committee, 

former Science Director at DFO (retired) 
17.​ Jean-Luc Bonneau, PhD, Professeur d'histoire, Université de Moncton 
18.​ Yoan Bourgoin, BSc, Biologiste, chroniqueur environnemental 
19.​ Peter Brown, PhD, Associate Professor of English, Mount Allison University 
20.​ Mathieu Chouinard, M.A., Professeur, Université de Moncton 
21.​ Omer Chouinard, PhD, C.M., Professeur émérite d'études de l'environnement, Université de 

Moncton 
22.​ Barbra Clayton, PhD, Professor of Asian Religions, Mount Allison University 



23.​ Dr. Michael Clow, PhD, Professor of Sociology (Retired), St. Thomas University 
24.​ Gordon Clowater, PhD, Associate Professor of History, University of New Brunswick and St. 

Thomas University 
25.​ John Coates, PhD, Professor Emeritus in Social Work, St. Thomas University 
26.​ Brad Cross, PhD, Professor, St. Thomas University 
27.​ Linda Dalpe, MD, Professeure au Centre de Formation médicale du N.-B. 
28.​ Arianne Des Rochers, PhD, Professeure, Université de Moncton 
29.​ Dennis Desroches, PhD, Professor of Literary Theory, St. Thomas University 
30.​ Gabriel Deveau, MPH, Étudiant en médecine 
31.​ James Devine, PhD, Associate Professor, Mount Allison University 
32.​ Anne-Marie Dion-Côté, PhD, Professeure de biologie, Université de Moncton 
33.​ Dr Stewart Donovan, St. Thomas University 
34.​ Jane Dryden, PhD, Professor, Philosophy, Mount Allison University 
35.​ Kim Dubé, PhD, Professeure, Université de Moncton 
36.​ Suzanne Dupuis-Blanchard, Professeure chercheure, Université de Moncton 
37.​ Joel Armel Echitchi Teka, PhD, Professeur adjoint de traduction, Université de Moncton 
38.​ Erik Edson, PhD, Professor, Mount Allison University 
39.​ Sara Eisler, PhD, Professor, University of New Brunswick 
40.​ Pierre P. Ferguson, PhD, Professeur de mathématiques, Université de Moncton 
41.​ Andrée Mélissa Ferron, Professeure de littérature, Université de Moncton 
42.​ Cory Flynn, MBEd, Director, St. Thomas University 
43.​ Guillaume Fortin, PhD, Professeur en environnement et géographie, Université de Moncton 
44.​ Robert Foulem, MSc, Université de Moncton 
45.​ Jeannette Gaudet, PhD, Retired professor, St. Thomas University 
46.​ Claude Gauthier, PhD, Professeur, Université de Moncton 
47.​ Stephen Geier, PhD, MLIS, Part-Time Assistant Professor of Chemistry & STEM Librarian, Mount 

Allison University 
48.​ Genevieve Genevieve, PhD, Professor, Mount Allison University 
49.​ Michael George, PhD, Associate Professor, Religious Studies, St. Thomas University 
50.​ Jamel Ghouili, PhD, Professeur en énergies renouvelables, Université de Moncton 
51.​ Jacques Giguère, MÉE, Chargé de cours, Université de Moncton 
52.​ Tracy Glynn, PhD, Assistant Professor, Sustainability and Environmental Studies, St. Thomas 

University 
53.​ Lucas Greville, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of Biology, Mount Allison University 
54.​ Melissa Grey, PhD, Professeure, Mount Allison University 
55.​ Carla Gunn, Professor, St. Thomas University 
56.​ Diana Hamilton, PhD, Biology Professor and Department Head, Mount Allison University 
57.​ Janice Harvey. PhD, Assistant Professor, Sustainability and Environmental Studies, St. Thomas 

University 
58.​ Karl Hele, PhD, Professor, Indigenous and Canadian Studies, Mount Allison University 
59.​ Dani Inkpen, PhD, Assistant Professor of Environmental History, Mount Allison University 
60.​ Drew Inkpen, PhD, Associate Professor of Philosophy, Mount Allison University 
61.​ Krista Johnston, PhD, Associate Professor, Mount Allison University 
62.​ Albert Katz, PhD, Professor Emeritus (retired) 
63.​ Liam Keliher, PhD, Associate Professor, Mount Allison University 
64.​ Monika Korzun, PhD, Assistant Professor, St. Thomas University 
65.​ Denis Lajoie, PhD, Professeur de psychologie, Université de Moncton 
66.​ Mitchell LaPointe, PhD, Assistant Professor of Psychology, Mount Allison University 
67.​ Geneviève Louise Latour, Chargée de cours, Université de Moncton 



68.​ Sophie M. Lavoie, PhD, Professeure & Collaboratrice du Project CEDAR, Université du Nouveau 
Brunswick 

69.​ Stephen Law, PhD, Professor of Economics, Mount Allison University 
70.​ Isabelle LeBlanc, PhD, Professeure, Université de Moncton 
71.​ Ryan Leblanc, MASc, Chargé d'enseigment en génie électrique, Université de Moncton 
72.​ Peter Lelievre, PhD, Associate Professor, Mount Allison University 
73.​ Guillaume Lépine, Professeur, Université de Moncton 
74.​ Mario Levesque, PhD, Professor, Canadian Public Policy and Canadian Politics, Mount Allison 

University 
75.​ Nicole Lirette-Pitre, PhD, MSc, Professeure, Université de Moncton 
76.​ Matthew Litvak, PhD, Professor, Department of Biology, Mount Allison University 
77.​ Catherine Lovekin, PhD, Professor of Physics, Mount Allison University 
78.​ Beth MacDonald, MSc, Lab Instructor, Department of Biology, Mount Allison University 
79.​ Joan McFarland, PhD, Economics, Professor, retired, St. Thomas University 
80.​ Jean-Michel Mégret, PhD, Professeur en management, Université de Moncton 
81.​ Margaret-Ellen Messinger, PhD, Professor of Mathematics, Mount Allison University 
82.​ Loralea Michaelis, PhD, Associate Professor, Dept of Politics and International Relations, Mount A 

University 
83.​ Geordie Miller, PhD, Assistant Professor, Department of English, Mount Allison University 
84.​ Andrea​ Morash, PhD, Associate Professor, Department of Biology, Mount Allison University 
85.​ Patrice Nicolas, PhD, Professeur de musicologie, Université de Moncton 
86.​ Andrew Nurse, PhD, Canadian Studies, Mount Allison University 
87.​ Nicole O'Byrne, PhD, Associate Professor, Faculty of Law, University of New Brunswick 
88.​ Susan O'Donnell, PhD, Adjunct Research Professor, St. Thomas University 
89.​ Nathalie Parent, Bibliothécaire, Université de Moncton 
90.​ Mario Paris, PhD, Professeur, École de travail social, Université de Moncton 
91.​ Alain Patoine, PhD, Professeur en sciences environnementales, Université de Moncton 
92.​ Casey Pender, PhD, Economist, Mount Allison University 
93.​ Ben Phillips, MSc, BA, BFA, Environmental Science Lecturer, Mount Allison University 
94.​ Morgan Poteet, PhD, Associate Professor, Sociology, Mount Allison University 
95.​ Marilou Potvin-Lajoie, Chargée de cours, Université de Moncton 
96.​ Val Reeves, PhD, Chemistry Professor, University of New Brunswick 
97.​ Tim Reiffenstein, PhD, Associate Professor, Geography and Environment, Mount Allison University 
98.​ Jacques Richard, PhD, Professeur, Université de Moncton 
99.​ Nathalie Richard, MLIS, Bibliothécaire, Université de Moncton 
100.​Victor Richard, MBA, Chargé de cours, Université de Moncton 
101.​Geneviève Robichaud, PhD, Chargée de cours, Université de Moncton 
102.​Jean-Michel Robichaud, PhD, Professeur en psychologie, Université de Moncton 
103.​Geisa Rocha, PhD, Professeure de Géographie, Université de Moncton 
104.​Janine Rogers, PhD, Professor, Mount Allison University 
105.​Alyssa Sankey, PhD, professeure enseignante, University of New Brunswick 
106.​Jean Philippe Sapinski, PhD, Professeur d'études de l'environnement, Université de Moncton 
107.​Elda Savoie, PhD, Professeure, Université de Moncton 
108.​Mireille Savoie, MSc, Instructor/Lab Manager, Department of Biology, Mount Allison University 
109.​Daniel Saucier, PhD, Chercheur postdoctoral et professeur associé, Centre de formation médicale 

du Nouveau-Brunswick 
110.​Derek Simon, PhD, St. Thomas University 
111.​ Lesley Sumka, PhD, Assistant Professor, Community Engaged Learning, Mount Allison University 
112.​Majella Simard, Docteur en développement régional, Université de Moncton 



113.​Araby Smyth, PhD, Assistant Professor, Dept of Geography and Environment, Mount Allison 
University 

114.​Robert Sorba, PhD, Lab Instructor/Technician, Mount Allison University 
115.​Mathis St-Laurent, étudiant en médecine, Association des médecins pour l’environnement, N.-B. 
116.​Monika Stelzl, PhD, Professor, Department of Psychology, St. Thomas University 
117.​Blake Stuart, MSW, RSW, Social Worker 
118.​Christina Tardif, Social Sciences Research Technician Geography Faculty, Mount Allison 

University 
119.​Jean-François Thibault, PhD, Professeur, Université de Moncton 
120.​Dave Thomas, PhD, Professor of Politics & International Relations, Mount Allison University 
121.​Nicolas Touikan, PhD, University of New Brunswick 
122.​C. C. Tranchant, PhD, Professeure-chercheure, Université de Moncton 
123.​Luc Tremblay, PhD, Professeur de chimie, Université de Moncton 
124.​Renée Turcotte, MD, Présidente, Association des médecins pour l’environnement, N.-B. 
125.​Deborah van den Hoonaard, PhD, Professor emerita, St. Thomas University 
126.​Mathieu Wade, PhD, Professeur de sociologie, Université de Moncton 
127.​Jeff Waller, PhD in biology, Associate Professor of Biochemistry, Mount Allison University 
128.​Bradley Walters, PhD, Professor of Geography & Environment, Mount Allison University 
129.​Ardath Whynacht, Associate Professor, Mount Allison University 
130.​Barb Wilkins, MSW, Mental Health Professional, St. Thomas University 
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