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May 16th, 2022
Town of Sackville
P.O. Box 6191, 31C
Main Street, Sackville NB E4L 1G6 Canada

Attention: Mr. Shawn Mesheau Mayor, Town Council and Mr. Jamie Burke, CAO
RE: Local citizens’ concern with lack of public disclosure and consultation regarding the industrial
development located at 318 Walker Road.
Dear Mayor Mesheau, Councilors, and Mr. Burke, CAO
The citizens on Walker Road, Ogden Mill Road, Stanley Drive, Carriage Court, Mount View and Sunrise
Ridge are concerned about the lack of public disclosure regarding a potential development at 318
Walker Road that is to be owned and operated by Atlantic Industries Ltd.
The industrial manufacturing development being proposed takes up a significant area and resides next
to numerous homes and a public park that all rely on well water. This area has historically been strictly
residential and agricultural in nature. While zoned as an industrial/business park in 2008 there was
never the water or sewage supply to service industrial activities. The new zoning amendment allows for
groundwater use which is very concerning to those on wells.
The major concern around this development is the lack of public disclosure, as none of these residential
stakeholders were ever contacted directly. There were no information sessions offered to residents on
this potential development and there were no consultations where citizens could ask questions. The
only public disclosure was a zoning notice on a website, which was obscure in that it was just a notice to
change the zoning of the location for septic and groundwater. The website disclosure on rezoning lacked
significant details on the proposed development for that area, or its potential environmental impacts. To
our knowledge, no environmental impact assessments have been conducted, and it is not clear if there
will be. While there was a brief discussion in a town meeting, citizens had little notice of this, and most
were completely unaware of what was being planned. Thus, it was impossible for them to present their
concerns.
Other concerns are that we are in nesting Zone C3 for migratory birds with their nesting season
occurring from mid-April to late August. The site was clear-cut during late April to early May. There are
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concerns that the protection of migratory birds was overlooked during the clearing process. They would
like confirmation from the Town that the federal Migratory Birds Convention Act
(https://laws.justice.gc.ca/eng/acts/M-7.01/FullText.html) was not violated.
High Density Polyethylene pipe molding manufacturing can involve several potentially environmentally
harmful processes. Known health impacts linked to HDPE include endocrine disruption that has the
ability to alter human cells. HDPE can also produce toxic leachates when exposed to UV light. The
citizens are worried about how such a large manufacturing development will impact residents in this
area, their health, their groundwater wells, and the environment. The clear-cut alone has left many
residents asking if any environmental due diligence was done at all. Run-off, soil erosion, sediment
releases into surface waters, loss of wildlife habitat and flooding are all common impacts of clearcutting. However, most of the concerns being asked are around the lack of information regarding the
following:


Groundwater protection to avoid well drawdown from excessive water use and well
contamination (this is the biggest concern)



Surface water protection: streams are close to the area feed our local Ogden Mill Road water
shed. This is the town’s drinking water supply. Note that this site is only approximately 300 m
from the Sackville water treatment plant. Depending on the hydrology of the area, any
contaminants released from the site may well threaten far more than just residents near the
site;



On site waste storage management;



Air quality protection;



Spill mitigation plans for equipment if refueling or chemicals are stored on site;



Social Economic and Visual Impacts (all trees were removed there is no visual buffering, the
residents are extremely troubled over the lack of visual buffering next to a park and residences
as this could have impact to property values and the ability for people to their sell their homes);



Traffic impacts (dust and noise);



Road use impacts (axle loading impacts on Walker Rd. Not designed for highway ESAL loads);



Site plans for the development (What will this look like?);



Septic systems design and locations (septic is typically not used for industrial wastewater); and



Ecological impacts.
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As an Environmental Impact Assessment has apparently not been conducted, citizens don’t know how
any of the above-mentioned environmental concerns will be addressed. Therefore, the following citizens
are asking the town to perform its environmental due diligence to address these concerns in an open
house where questions can be asked about the potential development and the permitting processes
involved.
Please send any responses to the following undersigned that are also included under Concerned Citizens
email group (ConcernedCitizens2835@groups.outlook.com).
Kind regards,
Grace Nelson
Fred Coulter
Crystal Paxman
Brian Paxman
Beth Rideout
Beverley Strathearn
Jason Strathearn
Bill Mackinnon
Laurie Holmes
Holly Holmes
Katie Holmes
Kim Beckley
Spencer Beckley
Rose Marie Webb
Matt Litvak
Diana Hamilton

May12, 2022

Concerned Citizens of Sackville, New Brunswick

4

Le
Thomas Priemer
Peter Hanson
Boryanna Hanson
James Baxter-Gilbert
Julia Riley
Will Kriski
Bonnie Swift
Robert Inglis
Louise MacKinnon
Philip Cormier
Jamie Kalyn
Ruth Coates
Eileen Wells
Andrew Grant
Peter Brenton Smith
Charles Beaver
Shelly Beaver
Gail Perroni
Andy Perroni
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Leachates contaminates from HDPE products:
Cyclohexane: Studies show that repeat exposure to
cyclohexane in air causes nervous system effects, eye damage,
and respiratory effects. The cyclohexane industry is now
studying how its chemical affects the reproductive system and
the development of the fetus.
Hexane: target organs are the central nervous system and
peripheral nervous system, respiratory system, heart, skin and
eyes. Chemical pneumonia can occur after ingestion and
aspiration to the lungs. CNS depression, convulsions, and death
can follow acute exposures to large concentrations.
Chromium Oxide: dermatological conditions
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Figure 1. Break down of HDPE particles after ageing from exposure to UV light. This is when
leaching occurs.
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https://www.jstor.org/stable/27730508
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