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Tantramar Affordable Housing Initiative 
 
 

Good evening, Councillors. Reggie Beal, Ashley Legere and I, Alice Cotton, are here on behalf of a 
group called the Tantramar Affordable Housing Initiative, formed recently by concerned citizens, 
some who are experiencing real difficulties with their housing, others who want to find solutions for 
the lack of affordable and good quality housing and have experience with non-profit organizations and 
how to set them up. Thank you for allowing us to present to you the background, some ideas and goals 
and what we have done so far. I'll be presenting the information we have gathered up to this point and 
some ideas we have started to look into, and Reggie and Ashley will speak a bit about their own 
situations. We come to you this evening to tell you what we know from our experiences and our 
research. We are also asking you to work with us in creating more affordable housing for Sackville and 
the region, so that Sackville can continue to grow and prosper, with a diverse population, all well-
housed. 
 
What do we know? We have spoken to people who run the Food Bank, who manage a drop in centre 
for adults in need of mental health support, as well as individuals experiencing housing precariousness, 
be they students, seniors, families or people on fixed incomes. Jean-Pascal Lavoie, one of our 
members, has created and distributed through social media, a survey about the housing situation; the 
biggest issues raised there, and in our discussions in general, are cost and availability. We will be 
making available a report which shares the findings of this survey. 
 
Reggie and Ashley can tell you, as can anyone who is looking, that there are almost no apartments 
available. Seniors, people on a fixed income and people on welfare cannot find anything appropriate to 
their income and needs, and many have had to resort to living with family members in substandard 
conditions, or couch surf, and eventually leave Sackville, thereby losing the connections and supports 
they had in this community. It is difficult to specify the numbers of people in this precarious position, 
which is why we created the survey. 
 
Multi-unit houses, student housing and rooming houses are being bought and converted into single 
family homes, which removes these rental units from the market. There is a building about to be torn 
down which had several rental units, and those people face homelessness. One couple could not find 
housing in Sackville, felt discriminated against because they receive social assistance, and have gone 
all the way to Fredericton to find temporary shelter, mental health and social security supports. Many 
consider the Moncton shelter system too risky.  
 
What else do we know? Mount Allison will have the largest incoming class in 20 years this fall. This 
will put pressure on an already insufficient housing market. The New Brunswick Rentalsman predicts 
that the homelessness situation will greatly expand in the next 6 months, province-wide, because many 
multi-unit dwellings are being taken off the market. Sackville's population has increased by close to 
700 people in the last 5 years, but housing availability has not kept pace. Since September, the 
Sackville Food Bank has added 51 new households, increasing by 50%. Some people have said that 
they have had to leave Sackville, and live in Dorchester and Aulac, where food choices are limited and 
expensive.   
 
Rental rates have gone up along with the price of houses, while salaries have not kept up. People are 



paying rents for apartments with holes in the walls, gaps around windows, and leaking roofs. Renters 
are afraid to voice their concerns for fear of eviction or of being blacklisted. Social Assistance income 
for a couple is about $850 per month; most rents for a one-bedroom apartment are above this amount, 
leaving nothing for other basic needs like food. People are having to move to Amherst, Memramcook, 
Moncton and Dieppe—the Wandlyn Inn in Amherst now advertises itself as the Wandlyn Student 
Residence. The Aulac Motel is being used as housing, and there are cases of 3 and 4 people to a 
room.These kinds of situations lead to real hardships, where the lack of public transportation creates 
barriers to employment and inadequate space can lead to child custody issues. Families with children 
have very few options for rent in this area. Some seniors find themselves in homes which are too large 
for them to manage, and they would like to live in something simpler with better accessibility, but they 
don't have any options.  
 
The Tantramar Affordable Housing Initiative has at its disposal a group of dedicated people who have 
experience in developing community initiatives. Some individuals have indicated that they are willing 
to donate and invest in this initiative and some others have even said they would donate land.  
 
 
Here, in general terms, are some of the questions we are working on (and we know you can't answer 
these tonight!): 
 
 
--Would it be possible to acquire a temporary permission for the use of land for mini-homes, recreation 
vehicles or other temporary structures, while developing longer-term solutions? 
--How do we go about developing a plan for affordable, sustainable housing in Sackville and the 
surrounding rural areas in the Southeast Regional Service Commission? 
--How can the Town provide support in our discussions with developers and landowners in building 
more affordable housing? 
 
We are working towards creating a non-profit organization that provides egalitarian housing options, 
tied to the renters' income, not to the market. We are requesting that the Town of Sackville through staff 
and councillors, work with the Tantramar Affordable Housing Initiative to move these ideas to 
exploration, costing and implementation. As Reggie Beal will now tell in his story, the situation is a 
crisis and demands immediate action. 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 


