
 

 

 

COUNCIL REPORT FORM  

Subject Area: Animal Control By-Law 

Meeting Date: March 7, 2022 

Councillors: Bruce Phinney 

Attachments:  

N/A 

BACKGROUND  
 
Following a presentation on recommended changes to the Animal Control By-Law as it relates to 
felines in December 2021, by a local resident, Staff began significant research of other municipalities 
across New Brunswick, as well as spoke with several subject matter experts.  
 
Some of the findings of the research, included: 

- While some municipalities include cats within their Animal Control By-Law, the intended 
use is more directed towards limiting the population by requiring household cats to be spayed 
or neutered. 

- Municipalities provided registration options as a way to identify lost or deceased cats. 
- One municipality does include felines within their by-law, however, contract out the 

enforcement of that by-law to the Greater Moncton SPCA.   
- Although other municipalities regulate cats within their by-law, they do not enforce the 

specific sections of the by-law refereeing to cats. 
- Some municipalities have been advised previously by the NBSPCA to not include cats in 

their by-laws.  
 
In addition, staff reached out to a Licensed Veterinarian, Registered Veterinarian Technician, 
Sackville Animal Control Officer, Sackville CARMA and Greater Moncton SPCA.  Information and 
concerns brought forward included: 

- Keeping cats on personal property, although safer for the individual cat, could result in an 
increase of rodents in residential areas, specifically mice. 

- Collars, including breakaway collars are not safe for outdoor cats due to the risk of 
entanglement. 

- Anti-roaming laws lead to animal control picking up strays, which could result in the 
euthanization of community cats.  Animal control can only pick up cats if they are contained 
ie cat traps, crates.  Setting up traps poses a threat to other wildlife including racoons, skunks, 
porcupines, etc.  In the event a cat is trapped and has caused injury to themselves, they would 
need to be seen by a veterinarian, which could result in additional charges to either the Town 
or the owner of the feline.     

- Sackville Animal Control received very few complaints regarding damage caused by felines 
but mentioned that has received calls on lost or found cats, and registration could help located 
owners. 

- If we include Cats in the Animal Control By-Law, the Animal Control Officer would have to 
be a full-time position and certainly would not be a one-person job following the Municipal 
restructuring.  Information provided indicated that cost will vary for municipalities, 
depending on the size however, start-up costs is estimated at over $50,000. 



 

- Staff were also informed that in our area, it is estimated that more cats are euthanized after 
being trapped, than cats who are found deceased by Animal Control. 

- Concerns were brought forward on how changes to the By-Law would affect local 
organizations and the homeless cat population.   

- It was noted by one subject expert that those with feeders, a cat’s presence likely keeps them 
from being overrun with rodents, as spillage from feeders can attract mice, squirrels, and rats. 

- The NBSPCA will not respond to cat calls. 
 
Although there are components of the animal control by-law for cats that could be added, none of the 
subject experts recommended any required changes at this time. 
 
Staff are recommending that no changes be made to the Animal Control By-Law. 
 
CONSIDERATIONS  
 
Legal: N/A 
 
Financial: N/A   
 
Policy:  N/A 
 
Stakeholders:  Town of Sackville Organization, Residents 
 
Strategic Plan:  Governance and Leadership 
 
Interdepartmental Consultation:  CAO, Clerk’s Office, Finance & Admin, By-Law 
 
External Consultations: Registered Veterinarian Technician, Greater Moncton SPCA, Sackville 
CARMA President, Sackville Animal Control Officer. 
 
Communication: N/A   
 
Recommendation:  
 
At the time, it is Staff’s recommendation to make no changes to the existing By-Law No. 256 
Animal Control By-Law. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by: 
Donna Beal & Becky Goodwin 
Clerk’s Office 
 


