
	

	

	 											
	 	 	

4 May 2021 
 
The Honourable Dorothy A. Shephard,  
Minister of Health, 
HSBC Place, P.O. Box 5100, 
Fredericton, NB 
 
Dear Minister Shephard, 

Thank you for your invitation to comment further on our vision for quality, dependable health care in 
our community and region.	Attached is a brief entitled “A Sackville-Tantramar Vision for Health Care Policy 
Reform” that stems from your consultation with members of our community. 

 In February, 2020, a number of changes were suggested to the operations of the Sackville Memorial 
Hospital and five other regional hospitals in New Brunswick.  As a result of the public dissatisfaction with the 
announced changes and the manner in which they were decided and communicated, a number of people in 
Sackville and surrounding communities, representing several interest groups (First Nations, medical 
professionals, Mount Allison, concerned citizens) formed a working group to lobby the government on the 
reform of health care.  In addition,  

 That working group met to plan and present a community-wide view of what health care and the role 
of our hospital should look like.  With your government’s welcome commitment to consultation on health care, 
the working group was pared down to eight individuals (Acting Mayor of Sackville, two former Mayors (one of 
whom is also a past chair of the Sackville Memorial Hospital Foundation) , a former member of the Board of 
Directors of Horizon Health (and past chair of  the Hospital Foundation), a retired physician, a retired 
consultant on intensive care and occupational health and safety, a resident knowledgeable about the history of 
health care in our region, and a retired university vice-president) who, over the course of the last months, have 
prepared the attached brief. 

 There are four main themes in this brief: the retention of existing services and facilities; recruitment of 
medical personnel to serve in rural communities; rebuilding of needed services; and, finally, rethinking of 
approaches to wellness to encourage prevention and healthier lifestyles. 

We appreciate the opportunities you have extended to New Brunswickers to provide their perspectives 
on current and future health care in the province. We trust that ongoing plans for health care delivery will 
ensure a measure of equity for both rural and urban residents, and look forward to further discussion. 
 
Sincerely, 
 

 
 
Ron Aiken, Deputy/Acting Mayor 
	


