
Mayor & Council
Town of Sackville
31C Main Street, Sackville, NB E4L 1G6 

Copy: Editor Sackville Tribune Post 

August 27, 2017 

Mayor & Council, 

Please acknowledge receipt of my correspondence. 

Recent articles in the Sackville Tribune and the Warktimes convey a troubling 
approach by Mayor and Council. 

Being a home owner in town for 28 years and consistently seeing my property 
assessment increase, to see the province take a stand on behalf of property 
owners in freezing assessments was refreshing. 

I am shocked however to see Mayor and Council taking a stand against the 
provincial government regarding the provinces move to freeze assessments. The 
reasoning, it will be a struggle for municipalities to be able to continue to provide 
services to residents seems to be a stretch for this municipality. 

This stand is very self serving and I do not believe represents the position of a 
majority of property owners in the municipality. 

How can the Mayor and Council justify this stance or even an increase to the 
property tax rate when they experienced a $787,359 surplus in the fiscal year 
ending December 2016.
How does a surplus that equates to about 13 cents on the property tax rate 
indicate tough times? 

I am sure there are struggling municipalities in our province who cannot sustain 
their services with a freeze on assessments however Sackville is not one of 
them. 

We continue to see inaccurate budgeting on projects, most recently the storage 
building where our municipality budgeted $345,000 yet the lowest tender came in 



at $419,386. Then staff recommend and Council agreed to proceed by only 
partially completing the building with no concrete floor a saving of $48,374 but 
still over budget by $26,000. 

So tax payers money is being spent on an incomplete building at a higher price 
then budgeted. 

Then there is the exit 506 beautification project that had a budget of $23,000 and 
the best quote available to do the work was $34,350. However staff with councils 
approval scaled back this project by 40%. 

So a project that would have assisted in advancing the growth of exit 506, 
potentially increasing visits through that exit to services in that area and into the 
downtown took a back seat to a very self serving project of an incomplete 
storage building that will not provide direct benefit to the growth or sustainability 
of our town. 

Would the Mayor and Council care to clarify how they plan to argue their case to 
the province to remove the freeze on the assessments with the track record of 
budgeting miscalculations, spending money on incomplete projects, not spending 
enough money on projects to support the growth of the community and having 
three quarters of a million dollars surplus from their 2016 budget year? 

Seems like efforts should be more focused on finding better means to develop 
economic opportunities for Sackville, improving the business park(industrial park) 
to make it more appealing for prospective businesses and finding new business 
to buy the former egg plant and Moloney Electric buildings. 

I look forward to Mayor and Councils response. 

Thank you 

Shawn Mesheau 

173 King St 

Sackville, N.B. 


